Tuesday, March 4, 2003
Exodus 35:1 - 36:38


I like the New American Standard translation for this passage. It expresses very well the Hebrew concept of the willing “hearts” and “spirits” of the givers rather than just saying that they were “willing”. We are often willing to do something but our hearts may not be committed to the task. In this case the hearts of God’s people were committed to the job. The willing “hearts” and “spirits” of the givers are mentioned seven times in these two chapters. The women are even mentioned apart from the men, surprising in a culture where women were considered far less important than men. Why were they so willing?

These are the people who had rebelled against God only a short time before. Upon discovering that God would leave them because of their sin, they had begun to mourn and repent.  Perhaps in our reading today, we see what repentance really is.

Repentance is not just saying, “I’m sorry”, nor is it an ongoing sense of remorse. Both the Hebrew (Old Testament) and Greek (New Testament) words strongly imply moving on from the sense of remorse and into an attitude of change. When we truly repent, we change our minds and we change our attitudes and we change our habits. That is what their experience had taught the people of Israel. 

When the people repented, God could again use them in His plan. The gifts of ability and attitude that He had placed within them were active again. They brought too much for the construction of the ark and tabernacle. Moses told them, “Don’t bring any more! We have too much already!” They worked with smiles on their faces, knowing that they were in God’s will. 

What can we Christians accomplish if we really repent in the truest sense of the word?  We’ve all known Christians who are so wrapped up in how guilty they are that they never seem to get any ministry done. Maybe we should remind them that repentance involves getting back to the tasks God places before us! We are forgiven and enabled by our Savior!


